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INntroduction

XL700V Transalp - 2008

Dynamic new Adventure Sports styling really sets
the pace for the all-new 2008 XL700V Transalp. Powered
by a new fuel-injected V-twin engine that carries it down
the road with impressive power and confident cruising
speed, the new Transalp reasserts its position as
Europe’s most versatile midsized motorcycle.

The Transalp debuted on the European motorcycling
scene in 1987 in response to the surging popularity of
the Paris-Dakar Rally. Combining elements of
a mid-displacement tourer with a trail-going enduro
chassis and look, the Transalp pioneered a fresh new
direction in motorcycle development that has remained
popular for over twenty years. Although initially based on
the intrepid rally bikes that raced across Africa,
the Transalp also won a strong and growing following for
its superbly comfortable ergonomics,
inspiring control and inherent ability to cruise high-speed
motorways with strong, agile performance, and
remarkable riding ease.

confidence-

Offering impressive appeal to a wide cross-section of
riders who appreciate it uncanny ability to do most jobs
remarkably well, from day-to-day commuting to long-
distance touring, to exploring off the beaten path,
the Transalp has always combined the best of on-road
and off-road riding styles into a unique riding experience.
However, eight years after its last major change in
design, the Transalp has gradually fallen behind
the times in terms of both style and performance, and
was in need of both a new jolt of visual excitement and
updates in its motorcycle technology to keep it at
the front of its class in power, performance and
environmental compatibility.

Setting out to firmly reassert the Transalp’s leading
position in the mid-displacement Adventure Sports
class, its development team drew up plans to give
the next-generation Transalp a boldly dynamic new look,
stronger power delivery and a more accessible range of
riding enjoyment that would boost its appeal to even
more riders attracted to its unique brand of versatile go-
anywhere performance. Offering cutting-edge style,
strong, satisfying performance and an always inviting
sense of adventure that makes every ride a great escape,
the exciting new 2008 Transalp encourages one to seek
out all the fun that lies just over the next horizon.

\

HO:

Z

DA

UK-EN -2/10



Development Concept

XL700V Transalp - 2008

For its exciting next generation, the Transalp’s
development team set out give it a more modern,
adventurous design backed up by stronger, smoother
performance that could indisputably re-establish it as
the leader of the mid-displacement Adventure Sports
class that it pioneered over 20 years before. Styling had
to be distinctively aggressive and rider friendly, yet
infused with an intrepid spirit that can carry its rider to
the four corners of the Continent with confidence and
ease, and bring them home again with the same
exhilaration and comfort with which they set off on their
riding adventures.

To achieve these goals, bold, totally new styling was
designed and a totally new upgrade of its engine carried
out in order to bring it up to date with the latest
developments in engine performance. Its strong, highly
reliable liquid-cooled V-twin engine remained central to
the Transalp’s easy riding concept. This time-proven mill
features proportions that contribute to
the Transalp’s easier handling coupled with
the dependable low-to-midrange grunt to carry two
passengers and a full load of touring gear across
the mountains that gave it its name. Fitted with a new fuel
injection system and new 4-valve heads, this popular
engine more smoothly, quickly and effortlessly powers
over hills and revs up to highway speeds for highly
enjoyable long-distance cruising that chases horizons
with spirited ease.

slim

The Transalp’s basic frame and chassis components,
including its long-travel suspension systems, were
retained with the idea of continuing to provide
a comfortable upright riding position and a smooth, all-
round ride. For this new generation, the Transalp’s high-
speed touring capabilities were further enhanced with
a new smaller-diameter 19" front wheel and a wider new
radial rear tyre, which combine to more strongly
emphasise its confidently responsive handling over
Europe’s wide assortment of road surfaces.

Multi-purpose riding enjoyment has always been
the central key to the Transalp’s appeal. With exciting
new styling and swifter performance combining with
the wider attractions of its easy-riding proportions and
easily expanded carrying capability, the new 2008
XL700V Transalp sets the stage for greater riding
enjoyment and broader horizons of more exciting touring
adventures to come.
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Styling

XL700V Transalp - 2008

The all-new XL700V Transalp really stands out with
dynamic new Adventure Sports styling that’s sure to turn
heads wherever it goes. Its sleeker, more aggressively
curved and angled bodywork speaks of breathtaking
road-going agility and a lighter, fresher way of enjoying
all the thrills that motorcycling has to offer. Modelled on
the image of galloping horse, the Transalp’s intrepid new
lines seem to strain at the reins even when standing still.

The Transalp’s compact new front cowl area features an
aggressive wind management design that intentionally
does not provide the same degree of wind protection
offered by its predecessor. Instead, this crisply attractive
new design reduces the amount of wind blast to
the chest while providing a more enhanced wind feel that
deftly avoids becoming uncomfortable. Wind-tunnel-
tested ports under the mini windscreen and to
the sides of the headlight expand air flow around
the rider for enhanced wind protection at higher speeds
and lighter, more Behind
the screen resides a compact, cleanly integrated
instrument panel with large tachometer dial and large
LCD readout of speed, odometer, dual trip, clock and
six-segment fuel level.

responsive handling.

The new Transalp’s fuel tank is smaller in capacity than
its previous version (down from 19 to 17.5 litres), but
the greatly improved fuel consumption figures of its new
fuel-injected engine actually extend its riding range.
A flat, flush-mount hinged fuel tank cap eases fill-ups
while contributing to the bodywork’s more modern look.

Twin-Bulb Multi-Reflector Headlight

Accentuating the front cowl’s distinctive new form is an
integrated twin-bulb  multi-reflector headlight that
features separate bulbs for low and high beams to offer
excellent night-time riding visibility. This design also
greatly extends bulb life by using separate single-filament
bulbs that reduce heat build-up within the housing.

GPS-Inspired Graphics

The bold graphics surrounding the Transalp name on
the shoulders of its aggressively sculpted side cowls
were inspired by the modern, high-tech design of
a GPS readout, accentuating the Transalp’s far-ranging
appeal. The position numbers correspond to the peak
altitude of the highest paved road accessible by
motorcycle in Europe: at Col de la Bonette, located in
the southern French Alps.

The Transalp’s slim, comfortably contoured tandem seat
offers excellent long-distance riding comfort combined
with a relatively low seat height that provides an easy
reach to the ground for most riders. Surrounding
the back of the seat is a sleekly styled new moulded resin
rear carrier that brackets the attractively curved
integrated taillight while providing comfortable hand grips
for pillion passengers.

Curvaceous design also extends to the Transalp’s new
moulded resin undercowl, which more attractively
integrates with the bold new lines of its bodywork to
provide excellent protection for the lower engine and its
components.
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Colouring Concept

XL700V Transalp - 2008

Engine

The new 2008 XL700V Transalp will take to the road in
four distinctive colour variations which each provide
a strong visually contrasting complement to its black fuel
tank, seat, wheel rims and mudguards. This quartet of
attractive style leads off with a shimmering golden
metallic yellow that grabs attention with its brilliant hue.
Next, a deep, metallic red provides
a glamorous accent on the Transalp’s attractive new
curves. This is followed by a subtle metallic grey that
blends in with the greys of its front cowl, engine,
undercowl and rear carrier to extend a modern
monochromatic sheen that is accentuated by the black
of its other body parts. Finally, a rich metallic blue
completes the scene with a sophisticated image of urban
refinement.

luxurious

Colours

Barley Yellow Metallic

e Carnelian Red Metallic

Anchor Grey Metallic

Moody Blue Metallic

The Transalp’s compact, smooth and powerful liquid-
cooled three valve-per-cylinder V-twin engine has won
an enthusiastic following for delivering strong, versatile
performance over every road it travels. Debuting out in
1987 with a displacement of 583cm3, this incredibly
dependable, hard-working
powerplant has received few major modifications over its
long lifetime of service, save for an increase to 647cm3
in 2000 that boosted its low-to-midrange torque for
enhanced touring and passing performance.

mid-displacement

Now, with a dynamic new third generation of
the Transalp in development, the time has come to bring
its engine up to date with further improvements to its
overall performance and environmental compatibility. To
achieve these aims, the Transalp’s development team
turned to the latest generation of this venerable mid-
displacement V-twin engine, which was recently
developed for 2006 Deauville. Featuring larger
displacement, new PGM-FI fuel injection and freer
flowing four-valve heads, this new engine incorporates
a host of upgraded and redesigned components to
improve performance, environmental compatibility and
riding ease.

Larger Displacement

The Transalp’s new engine features a 2mm larger
cylinder bore (up from 79 to 81mm), which increases
total capacity by 33cm3, from 647 to 680cm?3. These
larger pistons and their connecting rods are also lighter,
contributing to the engine’s sharper throttle response
and more forceful acceleration. While this new engine’s
larger displacement is responsible for
the Transalp’s stronger power and torque, it is only one
of several factors in the new engine’s total performance
equation.

some of
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