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Introduction

Honda’s 750cc class American Custom cruisers have
long had a strong reputation for offering comfortable
style, exhilarating yet easily accessible performance and
effortless control for riders of all sizes, and all at
a remarkably reasonable price. Not too big and not too
small, the Shadow 750 and Shadow Spirit provide ample
power for strong acceleration combined with
the soothing sound and feel of a mid-displacement V-
twin engine. Monstrous power figures and blazing
acceleration aren’t generally the most important
considerations for riders in this segment. Instead these
classic cruisers are more about sitting back and enjoying
the easy pleasures of the open road, and looking and
feeling good while doing it. Their power rolling on strongly
and effortlessly with an easy twist of the throttle. Their
size, weight and proportions have also proven to be ideal
for a wide cross-section of riders, while their low seat
heights offer an important attraction for riders of shorter
stature, especially for the ladies.

The Shadow 750 was introduced in 2004 as the latest
version of this model to offer an attractive mix of classic
and modern design themes. Its retro cruiser heritage is
beautifully expressed in deeply valanced fenders, fat
tyres, a remarkably low saddle-type seat and chrome-
shrouded front fork tubes that convey an attractive and
timeless retro look. Positioned far enough up
the displacement ladder to provide a full-bodied reserve
of performance, yet distant enough from the litre and over
class to offer a fully satisfying and economical alternative
to sportier models that is also less expensive to insure
and maintain, the Shadow appeals to both newer and
more experienced riders with its comfortable long-and-
low proportions, easy operation and lower cost.

With an eye toward further expanding the appeal of
the Shadow 750 while bringing it up to date with
the enhanced performance and lower emissions
available through Honda’s latest fuel injection
technology, the Shadow receives a host of significant
upgrades that further enhance its exceptional sense of
style, comfort and riding ease. For those who share
a deep appreciation for the basic essentials of
the motorcycle riding experience, the new VT750C
Shadow offers an exhilarating way to answer the call of
the open road.

Development Concept

In planning the next update of the Shadow, Honda’s
American Custom development team sought to
strengthen its fundamental goals of offering superb long-
and-low cruising style combined with the greater appeal
of enhanced riding ease to newer and less experienced
riders. The Shadow’s existing design, comfort and
performance features not only maximise overall riding
enjoyment, but also provide a welcome boost in
confidence for new riders while helping to more easily
develop better riding skills.

Power comes from essentially the same 750cc liquid-
cooled V-twin engine currently used by the Shadow
Spirit, and offers a wide range of strong acceleration at
the simple turn of its throttle. Its pulsating feel of torque
and power can be felt through the seat of the pants from
virtually anywhere within its broadly accessible rev range.
Its shaft final drive system ensures that the Shadow is as
easy to maintain as it is to ride. The Shadow’s appeal is
also augmented by one of the lowest seat heights in
the cruiser class, offering a supremely easy reach to
the ground and easier, more confident control that
smaller stature entry and re-entry riders can more readily
appreciate.

Building on this highly desirable basic configuration,
major changes from the previous Shadow 750 include:

• A new PGM-FI fuel injection system with HECS3 low-
emissions system.

• Attractive new dual shotgun mufflers that accentuate
the engine’s V-twin pulses.

• A more comfortable new handlebar position and cast
aluminium handlebar risers.

• A modified front disc brake.
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With its new fuel injections system ensuring easier starts,
smoother, more responsive performance and greatly
reduced fuel consumption and exhaust emissions,
the new VT750C Shadow makes complete riding
enjoyment much more easily accessible to a wider range
of riders. Its always attractive retro styling is highlighted
by a new dual shotgun exhaust that delivers
a soul-stirring throb of sound and feeling for the perfect
accompaniment to any time spent in its saddle. All
beautifully comes together in Honda’s latest generation
750cc class V-twin Custom for the best fit and best
styling at the best value money can buy.

Styling

The Shadow has won a strong following representing
a broad cross-section of riders drawn to its potent blend
of street-cruising low-rider looks combined with superb
riding comfort that continues to feel right even after hours
of watching the world float by from the big easy chair of
its saddle. Its deeply valanced front and rear mudguards
feature a distinctive ‘aero’ look that tapers back at their
lower edges to provide an unmistakable image of flowing
motion. This expression of rearward flow also extends
through the engine’s chrome-plated teardrop aircleaner,
its straight rear mudguard bracket/grab rails, its new
bullet-shaped indicator shells, and even
the license-plate holder, all highlighted by the attractive
new dual staggered shotgun exhausts reaching back
along its lower right side.

The Shadow’s classic long, low and muscular profile is
complements by a large pair of shrouded front fork tubes
that grab attention as they surround the wide-profile front
tyre with the shimmering shine of bare metal. Mounted
on glistening zinc-plated and resin-coated wire-spoked
wheels, the Shadow’s fat tyres provide another popular
point of attraction with a timeless look of retro-cruiser
style that seems to span decades.

New, More Attractive and Comfortable
Handlebars

Mounted atop the fork’s large cast aluminium upper
triple-clamp, the new Shadow features an attractive new
pair of cast and polished aluminium handlebar risers that
catch the eye as one’s hands reach to grip the bars.
These rubber-mounted risers also effectively damp out
most of the high-frequency buzz of vibration felt at
the grips.

The handlebars themselves have been repositioned
relative to the earlier Shadow 750, with grips now 16mm
further forward, 17mm higher and 26mm closer together
for a more relaxed grip that reduces stress on
the wrists and enhances long-term riding comfort. This
new position also provides a more natural hand angle for
easier low-speed manoeuvrability.
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New Design Instrument Panel

As always, from its rider’s perspective, the central role in
the Shadow’s design is played by its wide, beautifully
curved fuel tank. This new larger-volume 14.6-litre tank
(up from 14.0 litres) combines with the improved fuel
economy of the Shadow’s new fuel injection system to
extend its single charge riding range by another helpful
32 kilometres, especially during high-speed cruising.

Prominently positioned on the crown of the tank is
a large, attractive chrome-plated speedometer assembly
that incorporates all gauges and indicator lights into its
sleek new neo-retro design. The large-diameter dial of its
fully electronic speedometer features a new design that
provides easier visibility at cruising speeds while still
managing to remain discreetly out of the direct line of
sight when the rider is focusing on the road ahead. Its
repositioned indicator lights include a new low fuel
warning lamp built into the fork’s upper triple-clamp,
where it is sure to catch the eye.

Lighting the Road Ahead

The Shadow’s VTX-style headlight features an
immaculately polished shell with an elongated bullet
shape that provides a strong point of visual focus and
a brilliant illumination of the night-time road ahead.
The headlight’s distinctive aero look also extends to
the Shadow’s indicators, which complement the bike’s
long lines with discreetly stylish curves. Mounted on
the rear mudguard, the Shadow’s large, angular taillight
smoothly integrates into the lines of the oversized
mudguard.

Low Saddle-Type Solo Seat

The Shadow’s wide, supple saddle-type solo rider’s seat
is one of the lowest and most comfortable in its class,
giving riders of all sizes and levels of riding experience an
easy reach to the ground that inspires confidence when
at stop. This lower seat height also offers the added
appeal of a closer feel of the road rushing by underneath,
which dramatically enhances the sensations of cruising
that really set American Custom cruisers apart from
the rest.

Mounted atop the rear mudguard behind the rider’s seat,
the Shadow’s comfortable pillion seat can be easily
detached with the removal of three bolts, for an ultra-
clean look of custom cruiser style when set up for solo
street prowling.
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Colouring Concept

The sleek, new VT750C Shadow will hit the road in two
traditionally attractive American Custom colours, a solid
black, and a timeless two-tone candy red with white,
which both strongly express the straightforward and
uncomplicated comfort and appeal one looks for in
a custom cruiser. These simple hues also provide an
attractive base to complement the Shadow’s eye-
catching glint of chrome and metal.

Colours

• Graphite Black

• Candy Glory Red (with Classical White)

Engine

The new Shadow’s responsive, hard accelerating liquid-
cooled 52° V-twin engine is based on a dependable old
stalwart in the Honda stable of engines. Essentially
the same unit that has provided strong, dependable
power to all Honda’s 750cc V-twin cruisers over
the years, its SOHC three-valve cylinder heads mount
dual spark plugs for assured combustion efficiency and
an instant thrust of strong power. Its long-stroke single-
pin crankshaft configuration combines with
extra crankshaft and ACG mass to provide a solid,
staggered feel of power pulses and a lower rpm torque
peak that enhances the feeling of V-twin power. Large-
diameter main shaft and journals provide greater
structural strength and ensured reliability.

This well-proven engine also makes a significant
contribution to the Shadow’s long and low proportions,
with short heads that permit a lower frame backbone that
translates to a lower, more comfortable seat and fuel
tank. Although liquid-cooled for assured performance
and reliability, its one-piece aluminium cylinders feature
cast-in fins that give a traditional air-cooled look which
accentuates the attractive, uncluttered simplicity of its
design.

New PGM-FI Electronic Fuel Injection System

In the interests of achieving smoother, stronger
performance, more dependable starting, improved fuel
economy and cleaner exhaust emissions that meet or
surpass current EURO-3 regulations, the new VT750C
Shadow has been fully equipped with Honda’s latest
PGM-FI fuel injection system. The system’s compact
single 34mm throttle body features an idle air control
valve (IACV) that minutely controls the volume of
incoming air to maintain ultra-smooth idling operation. It
then feeds the air intake to the cylinders through dual
forked downdraft manifolds each equipped with
a single fuel injector mounted high for a straight shot
down the intake ports. The fully digital system’s accurate
monitoring of fuel flow also assures low fuel consumption
for longer rides between fill-ups.


